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The Ramanbhai Foundation 8th International Symposium on the Current Trends in Healthcare 

‘Advances in New Drug Discovery and Development’ got underway at the Gujarat 

University Convention and Exhibition Centre today. Over the next three days, over 1200 

delegates including internationally acclaimed scientists, researchers and academicians from 

India and across the globe will be discussing and deliberating upon various aspects related to 

New Drug Discovery - with a focus in the areas of Public Health & Infectious Diseases, Liver 

Disease & NASH, Cardio-metabolic disorders, Oncology and Chemical Biotechnology 

through thought provoking panel discussions, case studies, workshops and over 300 scientific 

poster presentations. The symposium also has a focused drug development and healthcare 

exhibition with more than 70 Life Sciences companies from India showcasing their 

capabilities in drug discovery and development.  

 

At the opening session today, Dr. Jeffrey S. Flier, M.D., Dean HMS (2007-2016), Harvard 

Medical School, Harvard University delivered the keynote address on ‘The Problem of 

Reproducibility in Biomedical Research’. Dr. Flier, an endocrinologist and an authority on 

the molecular causes of obesity and diabetes, is also the Caroline Shields Walker Professor of 

Medicine at Harvard Medical School. 

 

Speaking on the occasion, Mr. Pankaj R. Patel, Chief Patron of the Ramanbhai Foundation 8th 

International Symposium and Chairman and Managing Director, Zydus Cadila, said, “Drug 

discovery and development occurs as a result of many forms of collaboration, with learnings 

emerging from many interconnected disciplines and the process of drug discovery requires 

the best scientific minds to come together, highly sophisticated technologies, and complex 

project management skills to bring efforts to fruition. This year’s theme of the Ramanbhai 

Foundation International Symposium  is  to understand these linkages as we explore 

Advances in Drug Discovery and Development.”  

 

The symposium has an eminent panel of speakers such as Dr. Richard DiMarchi, Ph.D., 

Standiford H. Cox Distinguished Professor of Chemistry, Linda & Jack Gill Chair in 

Biomolecular Sciences, Indiana University, Dr. Rajeev Venkayya, MD, President of Global 

Vaccine Business Unit, Takeda Pharmaceuticals, Dr. Kapil Dhingra, MD, Retired Vice 

President, Roche, Director, KAPital Consulting LLC, Dr. Manoj Desai, Ph.D., Vice 

President, Medicinal Chemistry, Gilead Sciences, Dr. Arun Sanyal, MD, Professor of 

Medicine, Physiology and Molecular Pathology, Virginia Commonwealth University, Dr. 

Jay Horton, MD, Distinguished Chair in Human Nutrition, The University of Texas 

Southwestern Medical Center, Dr. Walter Wahli, Ph.D, Professor of Metabolic Disease, Lee 

Kong Chian School of Medicine, Nanyang Technological University, Singapore, Dr. Martin 

Pule, M.D., Founder & Chief Scientific Officer, Autolus Limited, Dr. Jörg Möhrle, Ph.D., 

Vice President, Head of Translational Medicine, Research & Development, Medicines for 

Malaria Venture to name a few.  

The Ramanbhai Foundation international symposium has been bringing together experts from 

both the academia and industry across the world to share their insights on the latest 

developments in pharmaceutical research. The theme of the first international symposium in 

2003 was Drug Discovery – the journey from Mouse to Man. In 2005, the focus was on the 



Role of Genomics and Proteomics and in 2007 it was on the Advances in Diabetes 

Therapy.  In 2009, the symposium looked at new advances in Cardiometabolic disorders. In 

2011, the topic was  advances in Translational Research and Medicine and in 2013 the theme 

was Advances in New Drug Discovery Technologies And Translational Research. In 2015, 

the symposium explored the ‘Advances in New Drug Discovery and Development’ with a 

focus on diabetes, cardiometabolic diseases, NASH, inflammation and infectious diseases. 

Zydus Cadila is an innovative, global pharmaceutical company that discovers, develops, 

manufactures and markets a broad range of healthcare therapies. On the path of innovation, 

the group employs over 19,500 people worldwide. Zydus’ Innovation programme is 

spearheaded by 1200 researchers across 19 sites.  The group was the first to identify and 

develop Lipaglyn (Saroglitazar) and launch India's first NCE in the market in 2013. 

The  group also launched Exemptia, the world’s first biosimilar for Adalimumab, the largest 

selling therapy worldwide for inflammatory arthritis.  
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